The cost, funding and acceptance of surgical research.
Research is currently a requirement to allow progress in surgical training. For most trainees this is a period of two years and success is judged by the acquisition of a thesis, production of papers for peer review journals and making presentations at meetings. Funding is required for this activity which is obtained from many sources, ranging from soft money to grants from research councils or Government departments. With the development of a more cost-conscious environment there is a need to establish the degree of funding required to support surgical research. With the potential changes inherent in the Calman Report the role of research may be examined critically. A study sponsored by the SRS was conducted to try and obtain information regarding costs and opinions of surgical research.